    Lesson 8

Prayer:

Dear Lord we confess our manifold sins we have committed and we know that by doing so we are forgiven of those sins and cleansed of all unrighteousness. And now through your grace we are in fellowship with you and are filled with the Holy Spirit and through the instruction of the Holy Spirit we can fulfill the mandate to study the scripture and grow in grace and learn to edify you in all we do in our lives. Glory be to you, in the name of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ,  Amen.

Introduction: why we study the scripture. Happiness, learn the love of God and the many blessings, both spiritual and temporal, which flow to the mature believer. 
1. Happiness:

John 15:11 (21st Century King James Version)

 11These things have I spoken unto you, that My joy might remain in you, and that your joy might be full. 

Proverbs 3:13 (21st Century King James Version)(Hebrew word chakmah-wisdom)

 13Happy is the man that findeth wisdom and the man that getteth understanding; 

Philippians 4:1 (21st Century King James Version)

   Therefore, my dearly beloved and longedfor brethren, my joy and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, my dearly beloved.

Psalm 31:7 (21st Century King James Version) (grace…..)

 7I will be glad and rejoice in Thy mercy, for Thou hast considered my trouble. Thou hast known my soul in adversities

1 Timothy 6:15 (21st Century King James Version)

 15which He in His times shall show -- He who is the blessed and only Potentate, the King of kings and Lord of lords, 

Hebrews 12:2 (21st Century King James Version)(Jesus used happiness on Cross…)

 2looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and is set down at the right hand of the throne of God. 

Psalm 108:1 (21st Century King James Version)

   O God, my heart is fixed; I will sing and give praise, even with my inmost being. 

Philippians 1:21 (21st Century King James Version)

 21For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.

2. Knowledge of the love of God and Blessings:
Ephesians 3:19-20 -  The benefit of studying the scripture:
Ephesians 3:19-20 (New International Version 1984, ©1984)

19 and to know this love that surpasses knowledge—that you may be filled to the measure of all the fullness of God. 

 20 Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more than all we ask or imagine, according to his power that is at work within us, 
These things are for the mature believer. A mature believer is one who learns to love God more than anything in life. It can only be acquired by virtue of understanding the scriptures. 

He gives us a knowledge beyond human understanding; a Life beyond knowledge. “Epinosis” to know the love of God and to believe and to understand this is beyond human understanding. 

God has blessings awaiting the mature believer beyond his/her dreams. This is for the mature believer only. Salvation is for all, but the greater blessings are for the mature believer. 

Revelation 1:18 (21st Century King James Version)


 18I am He that liveth, and was dead; and behold, I am alive for evermore, Amen, and have the keys of hell and of death.

 Luke 23:50-56 (21st Century King James Version)


 50And behold, there was a man named Joseph, a council member, and he was a good man and a just. 

    
 51(The same had not consented to their counsel and deed.) He was of Arimathea, a city of the Jews, who himself also waited for the Kingdom of God. 

    
 52This man went unto Pilate and begged the body of Jesus. 

    
 53And he took it down and wrapped it in linen, and laid it in a sepulcher that was hewn in stone, wherein never man before was laid. 

    
 54And that day was the Preparation, and the Sabbath drew near. 

    
 55And the women also, who came with Him from Galilee, followed after, and beheld the sepulcher and how His body was laid. 

    
 56And they returned and prepared spices and ointments, and rested the Sabbath day according to the commandment.

Luke 24:1-12 (21st Century King James Version)

Luke 24

   Now upon the first day of the week very early in the morning, they came unto the sepulcher, bringing the spices which they had prepared; and certain others were with them. 

    
 2And they found the stone rolled away from the sepulcher. 

    
 3And they entered in and found not the body of the Lord Jesus. 

    
 4And it came to pass, as they were much perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in shining garments. 

    
 5And as they were afraid and bowed down their faces to the earth, they said unto them, "Why seek ye the living among the dead? 

    
 6He is not here, but is risen! Remember how He spoke unto you when He was yet in Galilee, 

    
 7saying, `The Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified, and the third day rise again.'" 

    
 8And they remembered His words, 

    
 9and returned from the sepulcher and told all these things unto the eleven and to all the rest. 

    
 10It was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James, and other women who were with them, who told these things unto the apostles. 

    
 11And their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. 

    
 12Then arose Peter and ran unto the sepulcher; and stooping down, he beheld the linen cloths laid by themselves. And he departed, wondering to himself at that which had come to pass.

Luke 24 Verses 1-12 Matthew Henry Commentary on the Whole Bible 

The manner of the re-uniting of Christ's soul and body in his resurrection is a mystery, one of the secret things that belong not to us; but the infallible proofs of his resurrection, that he did indeed rise from the dead, and was thereby proved to be the Son of God, are things revealed, which belong to us and to our children. Some of them we have here in these verses, which relate the same story for substance that we had in Matthew and Mark. 

I. We have here the affection and respect which the good women that had followed Christ showed to him, after he was dead and buried, v. 1. As soon as ever they could, after the sabbath was over, they came to the sepulchre, to embalm his body, not to take it out of the linen in which Joseph had wrapped it, but to anoint the head and face, and perhaps the wounded hands and feet, and to scatter sweet spices upon and about the body; as it is usual with us to strew flowers about the dead bodies and graves of our friends, only to show our good-will towards the taking off the deformity of death if we could, and to make them somewhat the less loathsome to those that are about them. The zeal of these good women for Christ did continue. The spices which they had prepared the evening before the sabbath, at a great expense, they did not, upon second thoughts, when they had slept upon it, dispose of otherwise, suggesting, To what purpose is this waste? but they brought them to the sepulchre on the morning after the sabbath, early, very early. It is a rule of charity, Every man, according as he purposes in his heart, so let him give, 2 Co. 9:7. What is prepared for Christ, let it be used for him. Notice is taken of the names of these women, Mary Magdalene, and Joanna, and Mary the mother of James; grave matronly women, it should seem, they were. Notice is also taken of certain others with them, v. 1, and again, v. 10. These, who had not joined in preparing the spices, would yet go along with them to the sepulchre; as if the number of Christ's friends increased when he was dead, Jn. 12:24, 32. The daughters of Jerusalem, when they saw how inquisitive the souse was after her Beloved, were desirous to seek him with her (Cant. 6:1), so were these other women. The zeal of some provokes others. 

II. The surprise they were in, when they found the stone rolled away and the grave empty (v. 2, 3); they were much perplexed at that (v. 4) which they had much reason to rejoice in, that the stone was rolled away from the sepulchre (by which it appeared that he had a legal discharge, and leave to come out), and that they found not the body of the Lord Jesus, by which it appeared that he had made us of his discharge and was come out. Note, Good Christians often perplex themselves about that with which they should comfort and encourage themselves. 

III. The plain account which they had of Christ's resurrection from two angels, who appeared to them in shining garments, not only white, but bright, and casting a lustre about them. They first saw one angel without the sepulchre, who presently went in, and sat with another angel in the sepulchre, one at the head and the other at the feet, where the body of Jesus had lain; so the evangelists may be reconciled. The women, when they saw the angels, were afraid lest they had some ill news for them; but, instead of enquiring of them, they bowed down their faces to the earth, to look for their dear Master in the grave. They would rather find him in his grave-clothes than angels themselves in their shining garments. A dying Jesus has more beauty in the eyes of a believer than angels themselves. These women, like the spouse, when found by the watchman (and angels are called watchers), enter not into any other conversation with them than this, Saw ye him whom my soul loveth? Now here, 1. They upbraid the women with the absurdity of the search they were making: Why seek ye the living among the dead? v. 5. Witness is hereby given to Christ that he is living, of him it is witnessed that he liveth (Heb. 7:8), and it is the comfort of all the saints, I know that my Redeemer liveth; for because he lives we shall live also. But a reproof is given to those that look for him among the dead,—that look for him among the dead heroes that the Gentiles worshipped, as if he were but like one of them,—that look for him in an image, or a crucifix, the work of men's hands, or among unwritten tradition and the inventions of men; and indeed all they that expect happiness and satisfaction in the creature, or perfection in this imperfect state, may be said to seek the living among the dead. 2. They assure them that he is risen from the dead (v. 6): "He is not here, but is risen, is risen by his own power; he has quitted his grace, to return no more to it.'' These angels were competent witnesses, for they had been sent express from heaven with orders for his discharge. And we are sure that their record is true; they durst not tell a lie. 3. They refer them to his own words: Remember what he spoke to you, when he was yet in Galilee. If they had duly believed and observed the prediction of it, they would easily have believed the thing itself when it came to pass; and therefore, that the tidings might not be such a surprise to them and they seemed to be, the angels repeat to them what Christ had often said in their hearing, The Son of man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men, and though it was done by the determinate counsel and foreknowledge of God, yet they that did it were not the less sinful for doing it. He told them that he must be crucified. Surely they could not forget that which they had with so much concern seen fulfilled; and would not this bring to their mind that which always followed, The third day he shall rise again? Observe, These angels from heaven bring not any new gospel, but put them in mind, as the angels of the churches do, of the sayings of Christ, and teach them how to improve and apply them. 

IV. Their satisfaction in this account, v. 8. The women seemed to acquiesce; they remembered his words, when they were thus put in mind of them, and thence concluded that if he was risen it was not more than they had reason to expect; and now they were ashamed of the preparations they had made to embalm on the third day him who had often said that he would on the third day rise again. Note, A seasonable remembrance of the words of Christ will help us to a right understanding of his providence. 

V. The report they brought of this to the apostles: They returned from the sepulchre, and told all these things to the eleven, and to all the rest of Christ's disciples, v. 9. It does not appear that they were together in a body; they were scattered every one to his own, perhaps scarcely two or three of them together in the same lodgings, but one went to some of them and another to others of them, so that in a little time, that morning, they all had notice of it. But we are told (v. 11) how the report was received: Their words seemed to them as idle tales, and they believed them not. They thought it was only the fancy of the women, and imputed it to the power of imagination; for they also had forgotten Christ's words, and wanted to be put in mind of them, not only what he had said to them in Galilee some time ago, but what he had said very lately, in the night wherein he was betrayed: Again a little while, and ye shall see me. I will see you again. One cannot but be amazed at the stupidity of these disciples,—who had themselves so often professed that they believed Christ to be the Son of God and the true Messiah, had been so often told that he must die and rise again, and then enter into his glory, had seen him more than once raise the dead,—that they should be so backward to believe in his raising himself. Surely it would seem the less strange to them, when hereafter this complaint would justly be taken up by them, to remember that there was a time when it might justly have been taken up against them, Who hath believed our report? 

VI. The enquiry which Peter made hereupon, v. 12. It was Mary Magdalene that brought the report to him, as appears, Jn. 20:1, 2, where this story of his running to the sepulchre is more particularly related. 1. Peter hastened to the sepulchre upon the report, perhaps ashamed of himself, to think that Mary Magdalene should have been there before him; and yet, perhaps, he had not been so ready to go thither now if the women had not told him, among other things, that the watch was fled. Many that are swift-footed enough when there is no danger are but cow-hearted when there is. Peter now ran to the sepulchre, who but the other day ran from his Master. 2. He looked into the sepulchre, and took notice how orderly the linen clothes in which Christ was wrapped were taken off, and folded up, and laid by themselves, but the body gone. He was very particular in making his observations, as if he would rather credit his own eyes than the testimony of the angels. 3. He went away, as he thought, not much the wiser, wondering in himself at that which was come to pass. Had he remembered the words of Christ, even this was enough to satisfy him that he was risen from the dead; but, having forgotten them, he is only amazed with the thing, and knows not what to make of it. There is many a thing puzzling and perplexing to us which would be both plain and profitable if we did but rightly understand the words of Christ, and had them ready to us. 

John 16:16-19 (21st Century King James Version)


 16A little while, and ye shall not see Me; and again a little while, and ye shall see Me, because I go to the Father." 

    
 17Then said some of His disciples among themselves, "What is this that He saith unto us, `A little while, and ye shall not see Me; and again a little while, and ye shall see Me,' and, `because I go to the Father'?" 

    
 18They said therefore, "What is this that He saith, `A little while'? We cannot tell what He saith." 

    
 19Now Jesus knew that they were desirous of asking Him, and said unto them, "Do ye inquire among yourselves of what I said, `A little while, and ye shall not see Me; and again a little while, and ye shall see Me'?

Matthew 27:62-66 (21st Century King James Version)


 62Now the next day, that following the Day of the Preparation, the chief priests and Pharisees came together unto Pilate, 

    
 63saying, "Sir, we remember that that deceiver said while he was yet alive, `After three days I will rise again.' 

    
 64Command therefore that the sepulcher be made secure until the third day, lest his disciples come by night and steal him away, and say unto the people, `He is risen from the dead,' so that the last error shall be worse than the first." 

    
 65Pilate said unto them, "Ye have a watch. Go your way, make it as secure as ye can." 

    
 66So they went and made the sepulcher secure, sealing the stone and setting up a watch. 

    

The resurrection of Jesus Christ is the very heart of Christianity. In 1 Corinthians 15 St. Paul reasoned, "If Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith. . . .We are then found to be false witnesses about God, for we have testified about God that he raised Christ from the dead." In that same chapter he says "If Christ has not been raised, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins. Then those also who have fallen sleep in Christ are lost. If only for this life we have hope in Christ, we are to be pitied more than all men." But then Paul triumphantly declares, "But Christ has indeed been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep" (1 Cor. 15:14-20).








Resurrection of Christ by Noel Coypel, 1700, using a hovering depiction of Jesus.

In Christianity the resurrection of Jesus refers to the return to bodily life of Jesus on the third day following his death by crucifixion. It is a key element of Christian faith and theology. The resurrection of Jesus is not to be confused with the Ascension of Jesus into heaven forty days after the resurrection.[1]

 HYPERLINK "http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Resurrection_of_Jesus" \l "cite_note-ODCC_RoC-1#cite_note-ODCC_RoC-1" [2]
In the Aramaic Matthew‎ and the New Testament, after the Romans crucified Jesus, he was buried in a new tomb but he rose from the dead and appeared to many people over a span of forty days before his return to heaven (Ascension). Christians celebrate the resurrection of Jesus on Easter Sunday, the third day after Good Friday which marks his crucifixion. Easter's date corresponds roughly with Passover, the Jewish observance associated with the Exodus.

In several episodes in the Canonical Gospels Jesus foretells of his coming death and resurrection, and states that it was based on the plan of God the Father.[3] Christians view the resurrection of Jesus as part of the plan of salvation and redemption.[4]
1 Corinthians 15:14-24 (21st Century King James Version)


 14and if Christ be not risen, then our preaching is vain, and your faith is also vain. 

    
 15Yea, and we are found to be false witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up, if so it be that the dead rise not. 

    
 16For if the dead rise not, then is Christ not raised; 

    
 17and if Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. 

    
 18Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 

    
 19If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men most miserable. 

    
 20But now Christ is risen from the dead, and become the firstfruits of those who slept. 

    
 21For since by man came death, by Man came also the resurrection of the dead. 

    
 22For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ shall all be made alive; 

    
 23but every man in his own order: Christ the firstfruits; afterward those who are Christ's at His coming. 

    
 24Then cometh the end when He shall have delivered up the Kingdom to God, even the Father, when He shall have put down all rule, and all authority and power.

1st Corinthians 15 Verses 12-19 Matthew Henry Commentary of the Whole Bible 

Having confirmed the truth of our Saviour's resurrection, the apostle goes on to refute those among the Corinthians who said there would be none: If Christ be preached that he rose from the dead, how say some among you that there is no resurrection of the dead? v. 12. It seems from this passage, and the course of the argument, there were some among the Corinthians who thought the resurrection an impossibility. This was a common sentiment among the heathens. But against this the apostle produces an incontestable fact, namely, the resurrection of Christ; and he goes on to argue against them from the absurdities that must follow from their principle. As, 

I. If there be (can be) no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not risen (v. 13); and again, "If the dead rise not, cannot be raised or recovered to life, then is Christ not raised, v. 16. And yet it was foretold in ancient prophecies that he should rise; and it has been proved by multitudes of eye-witnesses that he had risen. And will you say, will any among you dare to say, that is not, cannot be, which God long ago said should be, and which is now undoubted matter of fact?'' 

II. It would follow hereupon that the preaching and faith of the gospel would be vain: If Christ be not risen, then is our preaching vain, and your faith vain, v. 14. This supposition admitted, would destroy the principal evidence of Christianity; and so, 1. Make preaching vain. "We apostles should be found false witnesses of God; we pretend to be God's witnesses for truth, and to work miracles by his power in confirmation of it, and are all the while deceivers, liars for God, if in his name, and by power received from him, we go forth, and publish and assert a thing false in fact, and impossible to be true. And does not this make us the vainest men in the world, and our office and ministry the vainest and most useless thing in the world? What end could we propose to ourselves in undertaking this hard and hazardous service, if we knew our religion stood on no better foundation, nay, if we were not well assured of the contrary? What should we preach for? Would not our labour be wholly in vain? We can have no very favourable expectations in this life; and we could have none beyond it. If Christ be not raised, the gospel is a jest; it is chaff and emptiness.'' 2. This supposition would make the faith of Christians vain, as well as the labours of ministers: If Christ be not raised, your faith is vain; you are yet in your sins (v. 17), yet under the guilt and condemnation of sin, because it is through his death and sacrifice for sin alone that forgiveness is to be had. We have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of sins, Eph. 1:7. No remission of sins is to be had but through the shedding of his blood. And had his blood been shed, and his life taken away, without ever being restored, what evidence could we have had that through him we should have justification and eternal life? Had he remained under the power of death, how could he have delivered us from its power? And how vain a thing is faith in him, upon this supposition! He must rise for our justification who was delivered for our sins, or in vain we look for any such benefit by him. There had been no justification nor salvation if Christ had not risen. And must not faith in Christ be vain, and of no signification, if he be still among the dead? 

III. Another absurdity following from this supposition is that those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. if there be no resurrection, they cannot rise, and therefore are lost, even those who have died in the Christian faith, and for it. It is plain from this that those among the Corinthians who denied the resurrection meant thereby a state of future retribution, and not merely the revival of the flesh; they took death to be the destruction and extinction of the man, and not merely of the bodily life; for otherwise the apostle could not infer the utter loss of those who slept in Jesus, from the supposition that they would never rise more or that they had no hopes in Christ after life; for they might have hope of happiness for their minds if these survived their bodies, and this would prevent the limiting of their hopes in Christ to this life only. "Upon supposition there is no resurrection in your sense, no after-state and life, then dead Christians are quite lost. How vain a thing were our faith and religion upon this supposition!'' And this, 

IV. Would infer that Christ's ministers and servants were of all men most miserable, as having hope in him in this life only (v. 19), which is another absurdity that would follow from asserting no resurrection. Their condition who hope in Christ would be worse than that of other men. Who hope in Christ. Note, All who believe in Christ have hope in him; all who believe in him as a Redeemer hope for redemption and salvation by him; but if there be no resurrection, or state of future recompence (which was intended by those who denied the resurrection at Corinth), their hope in him must be limited to this life: and, if all their hopes in Christ lie within the compass of this life, they are in a much worse condition than the rest of mankind, especially at that time, and under those circumstances, in which the apostles wrote; for then they had no countenance nor protection from the rulers of the world, but were hated and persecuted by all men. Preachers and private Christians therefore had a hard lot if in this life only they had hope in Christ. Better be any thing than a Christian upon these terms; for in this world they are hated, and hunted, and abused, stripped of all worldly comforts and exposed to all manner of sufferings: they fare much harder than other men in this life, and yet have no further nor better hopes. And is it not absurd for one who believes in Christ to admit a principle that involves so absurd an inference? Can that man have faith in Christ who can believe concerning him that he will leave his faithful servants, whether ministers or others, in a worse state than his enemies? Note, It were a gross absurdity in a Christian to admit the supposition of no resurrection or future state. It would leave no hope beyond this world, and would frequently make his condition the worst in the world. Indeed, the Christian is by his religion crucified to this world, and taught to live upon the hope of another. Carnal pleasures are insipid to him in a great degree; and spiritual and heavenly pleasures are those which he affects and pants after. How sad is his case indeed, if he must be dead to worldly pleasures and yet never hope for any better! 

How can we show devotion to Christ?
Matthew 25:34-40 (21st Century King James Version)


 34Then shall the King say unto them on His right hand, `Come, ye blessed of My Father, inherit the Kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 

    
 35For I hungered, and ye gave Me meat; I was thirsty, and ye gave Me drink; I was a stranger, and ye took Me in; 

    
 36naked, and ye clothed Me; I was sick, and ye visited Me; I was in prison, and ye came unto Me.' 

    
 37Then shall the righteous answer Him, saying, `Lord, when saw we Thee hungering and fed Thee, or thirsty and gave Thee drink? 

    
 38When saw we Thee a stranger and took Thee in, or naked and clothed Thee? 

    
 39Or when saw we Thee sick, or in prison, and came unto Thee?' 

    
 40And the King shall answer and say unto them, `Verily I say unto you, inasmuch as ye have done it unto one of the least of these My brethren, ye have done it unto Me.'

Acts 3:12-15 (21st Century King James Version)


 12And when Peter saw it, he answered unto the people, "Ye men of Israel, why marvel ye at this? Or why look ye so earnestly on us, as though by our own power or holiness we had made this man walk? 

    
 13The God of Abraham and of Isaac and of Jacob, the God of our fathers, hath glorified His Son Jesus, whom ye delivered up, and denied Him in the presence of Pilate when he was determined to let Him go. 

    
 14But ye denied the Holy One and the Just, and desired a murderer to be granted unto you, 

    
 15and killed the Prince of Life whom God hath raised from the dead, of which we are witnesses.

Acts 4:8-11 (21st Century King James Version)


 8Then Peter, filled with the Holy Ghost, said unto them, "Ye rulers of the people and elders of Israel, 

    
 9if we this day are examined about the good deed done to the infirm man, and by what means he is made whole, 

    
 10be it known unto you all and to all the people of Israel, that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom ye crucified and whom God raised from the dead, even by Him doth this man stand here before you whole. 

    
 11This is `the stone which was set at nought by you builders and which has become the head of the corner.' 

    

Acts 10:34-43 (21st Century King James Version)


 34Then Peter opened his mouth and said, "In truth I perceive that God is no respecter of persons, 

    
 35but in every nation he that feareth Him and worketh righteousness is accepted by Him. 

    
 36The Word which God sent unto the children of Israel, preaching peace by Jesus Christ (He is Lord of all) -- 

    
 37that Word, I say, ye know, which was proclaimed throughout all Judea, and began from Galilee after the baptism which John preached: 

    
 38how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Ghost and with power, and how He went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God was with Him. 

    
 39And we are witnesses of all things which He did, both in the land of the Jews and in Jerusalem -- He whom they hanged on a tree and slew. 

    
 40Him God raised up the third day and showed Him openly, 

    
 41not to all the people, but unto witnesses chosen before by God, even to us who ate and drank with Him after He rose from the dead. 

    
 42And He commanded us to preach unto the people, and to testify that it is He who was ordained by God to be the Judge of the quick and dead. 

    
 43To Him all the prophets bear witness, that through His name whosoever believeth in Him shall receive remission of sins."

It is finished!! (in the past, present and future)
Salvation:

  Salvation through grace not by works. The book of life. The book of works. 

The book of life contains the names of all believers.

The book of works contains all the works of each non believer. The works of the non believer is compared to the righteousness of God and is found wanting.

The Judgment is for works.

Revelation 20:11-15 (New International Version 1984, ©1984)

The Dead Are Judged

 11 Then I saw a great white throne and him who was seated on it. Earth and sky fled from his presence, and there was no place for them. 12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Another book was opened, which is the book of life. The dead were judged according to what they had done as recorded in the books. 13 The sea gave up the dead that were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead that were in them, and each person was judged according to what he had done. 14 Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. The lake of fire is the second death. 15 If anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 

Propitiation:

The word "propitiation" comes from a Greek (the original language of the New Testament) word which basically means "to satisfy wrath by sacrifice". The ancient pagan Greeks used this word when they spoke of appeasing their gods or doing something to obtain the favor of the gods. However, these ideas are not found in the Bible. God is not a blood-thirsty god who needs to be appeased! The idea of placating a vengeful god is totally foreign to Scripture. The Bible teaches that God is love and desires to have fellowship with man. But God is also holy and righteous. Therefore He cannot just smile and sweep sin under the rug and say, "Boys will be boys!" In fact, the Bible teaches that God has wrath and that this wrath is directed against sin. (See Romans 1:18.) And the righteous laws of God in this moral universe which He has created demand that the "penalty of sin is death" (Romans 6:23). Before God's mercy can be extended to man, something must be done to remove the blockade of sin as well as satisfy the righteous claims of God's wrath against sin.
Redemption:
To redeem means "to buy out of, and remove from, the market in order to set at liberty." In the context of salvation, redemption refers to the work of Christ in setting us free from the bondage of slavery to sin with all its awful connections and consequences. 

In redemption not only have we been bought back and set free from the slave-market of sin, but we have been placed as sons in the family of God. This is certainly a step further than emancipation. The word "adoption", by the way, in Galatians 4:5, does not refer to adoption as we know it today, but rather to the Roman adoption ceremony of those days. In this official family action a true son was recognized as having all the rights and privileges and dignity of a son who had come of age. As redeemed sinners, this is our present position in God's family. What grace!

Although we did not pay silver or gold (1 Peter 1:18), we must remember that the cost of our redemption was high. The ransom price was the precious blood of Christ. 

Reconciliation:
Reconciliation completes the three-fold view of the finished work of Christ. Propitiation, which deals with the wrath of God, is the "God-ward" aspect of the work. Redemption is concerned with our enslavement and entrapment by sin, and is thus the "sin-ward" aspect of Christ's work. Now reconciliation is the "man-ward" aspect of the finished work of Christ because it directly relates to our fellowship with God. The word "reconciliation" is used in Romans 5:10, 2 Corinthians 5:18-20 and Colossians 1:20-22. The basic meaning of the word "reconcile", as determined from the Greek language, is "to change completely". In reference to salvation, reconciliation is the act by which God brings man into a completely changed relationship with Himself--from enmity and hostility and alienation to friendship and harmony and fellowship. Notice that reconciliation is a one-way act of God toward man and does not involve the idea of mutual concession between God and man. There is no He-gives-a-little-and-we-give-a-little, as in a marriage reconciliation. Remember that God does not need to change His attitude towards us or meet us halfway. We are the guilty party--unloving, self-willed and hostile. (See Colossians 1:21.) We need to be changed completely, not God.

A wonderful illustration of reconciliation is seen in our Lord's story of the lost son in Luke 15:11-32. When the son repents and acknowledges his guilt to the father, he is brought back into a happy and harmonious state of fellowship with the father. He is not just forgiven and allowed back on the property--he is welcomed back into the family with open arms and celebration! Praise God for His yellow ribbons!

Justification:

Justification by Faith Alone
(The Nature of Justifying Faith)
Dr. John H. Gerstner 
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Eternal life depends on Christ alone — nothing, but nothing, else. Predestination will not bring it. Providence cannot produce it. It does not rest on foreknowledge, divine decrees, or even the atonement itself. Eternal life is Christ dwelling in His righteousness in the soul of the justified person. So eternal life is union with Jesus Christ. And the word for that union with Jesus Christ is faith. The sinner comes to Him, rests in Him, trusts in Him, is one with Him, abides in Him; and this is life because it never, ever, ends. The united soul abides in the Vine eternally. Weakness, sin, proneness to sin never brings separation, but only the Father’s pruning, which cements the union even and ever tighter.

This is the heart of the Bible. This is the heart of the gospel. This is the heart of Christianity. This is the heart of the saint. This is the heart of the Lord Jesus Christ. Those are the reasons it was the heart of the Reformation; and this is the reason the contemporary attempt of some Protestants to unite with those who do not even claim this heart of the life of Jesus Christ is to commit spiritual suicide. No lover of Jesus Christ can consent to this apostasy.

Faith is an Act but Not a Work
Faith means to trust in Jesus Christ. It is coming to Him. It is casting all your cares on Him. The old acrostic — Forsaking All I Trust Him? is theologically perfectly accurate. We all know the old Greek acrostic for fish: (icthus). I might coin a new acrostic on the Greek word for faith (pistis): Polluted I Surrender To Jesus Savior. No text of Holy Scripture tells it quite as well as Romans 4:5: "To the man who does not work, but trusts God who justifies the wicked, his faith is credited as righteousness.

Notice how many different ways (7) this Scripture teaches justification by faith alone in one verse: 

1. The justified one does "not work." 

2. The justified one "trusts." 

3. The justified one trusts not in himself but in another: "God." 

4. The justified one confesses himself to be "wicked." 

5. The justified one does not have faith in his faith. 

6. The justified one sees his faith only as "credited" to him. 

7. The justified one sees his faith credited as "righteousness." 

The hymn does not exaggerate when it says, "NOTHING in my hands I bring."

Old Testament prophecy about Christ crucifixion:

Isaiah 53 (21st Century King James Version)

Isaiah 53

   Who hath believed our report? And to whom is the arm of the LORD revealed? 

    
 2For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, and as a root out of a dry ground. He hath no form nor comeliness, and when we shall see Him, there is no beauty that we should desire Him. 

    
 3He is despised and rejected of men, a Man of sorrows, and acquainted with grief. And we hid as it were our faces from Him; He was despised, and we esteemed Him not. 

    
 4Surely He hath borne our griefs and carried our sorrows; yet we did esteem Him stricken, smitten of God, and afflicted. 

    
 5But He was wounded for our transgressions; He was bruised for our iniquities. The chastisement of our peace was upon Him, and with His stripes we are healed. 

    
 6All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned every one to his own way; and the LORD hath laid on Him the iniquity of us all. 

    
 7He was oppressed, and He was afflicted, yet He opened not his mouth; He is brought as a lamb to the slaughter; and as a sheep before her shearers is dumb, so He openeth not His mouth. 

    
 8He was taken from prison and from judgment; and who shall declare His generation? For He was cut off out of the land of the living; for the transgression of My people was He stricken. 

    
 9And He made His grave with the wicked, and with the rich in His death, because He had done no violence, neither was any deceit in His mouth. 

    
 10Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He hath put Him to grief. When thou shalt make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, and the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 

    
 11He shall see of the travail of His soul, and shall be satisfied. By His knowledge shall My righteous Servant justify many, for He shall bear their iniquities. 

    
 12Therefore will I divide Him a portion with the great, and He shall divide the spoil with the strong, because He hath poured out His soul unto death. And He was numbered with the transgressors; and He bore the sin of many, and made intercession for the transgressors.

12 Prophecies Fulfilled in Psalm 22


1. My God, my God, why hast thou forsaken me? why art thou so far from helping me, and from the words of my roaring? (Psalms 22:1).

This was fulfilled in Matthew 27:46.

Jesus Christ felt forsaken of the Father as He hung on the cross and suffered the wrath of God against sin and died as the sinner’s substitute. The Bible says in Galatians 3:13 that Jesus actually became a curse, and suffered under the curse of the Father while bearing our sin, that we might be freed from the curse and given the blessing of Abraham, eternal life through the Holy Spirit.

2. But I am a worm, and no man; a reproach of men, and despised of the people. (Psalms 22:6).

This is an amazing prophecy, but to capture the fullness of it, we have to look at the Hebrew text behind it. The Hebrew word translated, “worm” in our Bible is actually a name of a very specific worm in Israel. It is a worm that would first be dried out, and then crushed in order to extract a red dye from. This is significant. The same Hebrew word occurs 42 times in the Old Testament, and only 8 of those times is it translated “worm(s)”. The rest of the occurrences translate it as “scarlet” and once as “crimson”. The application is tremendous: Jesus Christ was dried out in intense suffering, and was crushed like a worm under the wrath of God in order to extract the precious bright red substance from Him, His sinless blood, which would be applied to men as a precious dye to cover their sin.

3. All they that see me laugh me to scorn: they shoot out the lip, they shake the head, saying, He trusted on the LORD that he would deliver him: let him deliver him, seeing he delighted in him. (Psalms 22:7-8).

This details the intense ridicule and humility He suffered on the Cross. This was literally fulfilled in Matthew 27:39-44.

4. But thou art he that took me out of the womb: thou didst make me hope when I was upon my mother’s breasts. I was cast upon thee from the womb: thou art my God from my mother’s belly. (Psalms 22:9-10).

Jesus Christ is the only one who could say this rightfully. He was conceived by the Holy Spirit in the womb of Mary, born a sinless child, always righteous, always perfect, always trusting in God the Father in perfect obedience. Even by the time He was only 12, He was already speaking in circles around the theologians of His day about the deep things of God.

5. Be not far from me; for trouble is near; for there is none to help. Many bulls have compassed me: strong bulls of Bashan have beset me round. They gaped upon me with their mouths, as a ravening and a roaring lion. (Psalms 22:11-13).

The strong bulls of Bashan are spoken of because of the reputation of them in the Psalmist’s day as being the strongest, fiercest bulls. This is speaking of the Roman soldiers who crucified Him, who showed no mercy to their victims, but gouged them with their horns of power to pieces. Like wild beasts, they brutally tortured their victims.

6. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; and thou hast brought me into the dust of death. (Psalms 22:15).

Fulfilled, as Christ’s strength left His body. Just at the end of the horrific event, He shouted out, “I thirst” (John 19:28) just prior to His shout of victory, “It is finished!” He died and was buried.

7. For dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet. (Psalms 22:16).

“Dogs” was a common Jewish term of insult when talking about Gentiles. The heathen Gentiles would be surrounding Christ during such sufferings, fulfilled at the Cross as the Roman soldiers crucified Him. And His hands and His feat were pierced through to the cross as the wicked gathered around Him in ridicule.

8. I may tell all my bones: they look and stare upon me. (Psalms 22:17).

Not a bone of His was broken, fulfilled in John 19:36.

9. They part my garments among them, and cast lots upon my vesture. (Psalms 22:18).

Fulfilled in John 19:24.

10. I will declare thy name unto my brethren: in the midst of the congregation will I praise thee. (Psalms 22:22).

This is speaking of His glorious resurrection after He was brought down to the dust of death. This was fulfilled literally when Christ appeared to His Jewish brethren, the Apostles, after His resurrection, when they were gathered together in John 20:26. He declared the triumph of God over the works of Satan in the midst of the church.

11. All the ends of the world shall remember and turn unto the LORD: and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship before thee. (Psalms 22:27).

This is a glorious prophecy that has been fulfilled as we look around and see all the ends of the world, the Gentile nations, remembering the death of the Son of God and believing in Him for the remission of sins. All the families of the nations are worshipping before God, and will finally worship Him forever, as in Revelation 5:9.

12. For the kingdom is the LORD’s: and he is the governor among the nations. (Psalms 22:28).

This has seen partial fulfillment already, as God has proven that He indeed is the King and Ruler of all the earth. Yet, it will see a more literal fulfillment during the Millennial Kingdom of Christ that will come when He returns to earth. Fulfilled completely in Revelation 19:15.
Job 19:25-26








